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Roads Invite
public to Aid
In Relieving
freight Tieup
Organization of Local
Committees in 30 Cities
Asked in Appeals Sent
Out by Car ServiceBody

Half Billion Trust
Approved by I. G. C.

Government Willing to
Advance 8125,000,000
for New Equipment to
Meet Present Shortage
jvpm The Tribune's Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON, May ill.Organ¬

ization of local committees to assist
|n relieving the railroad traffic ton-

gestion was requested of thirty
cities, in telegrams sent out to-night
by the car service committee of the
American Railway Association.
Carried out on the basis of a pro¬

gram laid down in the messages sent
but to railroad operating officials in
these cities, which are the centers
of greatest congestion, the work of
these committees.two in number for
each city.will supplement the gen¬
eral measures of track clearance and
relocation of rolling stock ordered
last night by the Interstate Com¬
merce Commission.

; To-nîght's action followed approval
by the commission to-day of the for-
tnatlon of an equipment trust, capital¬
ized at $500.000.000, which will enable
the rot-ds to begin the financing of car

Jird locomotive building to meet the
present'accumulated shortage in equip¬
ment.
The commission proposes that the

carriers take 25 per cent of the stock
of the equipment corporation and that
£he remaining 75 per cent be financed
through a car trust.

U. 8. to Advance $125,000,000
The government, it was said by the

Commission, would advance cash up to
$125,000,000 for the railroads to payfor their 25 per cent of stock. This
Kmount would come from the $300,000,-
COfl revolving fund.

:.'..- $50C,00C 000 thus provided would
hr about sufficient to provide the 2,000
locomotivos and 100,000 freight cars,
including 20,000 refrigerator cars,
Seeded by the roads.

at the same time the commission an¬
nounced its intention of following gen¬
era1.';;«, though not arbitrarily, the pro-
pram fugge.-teil by the railroad execu¬
tives fcr the apportionment of the bal¬
ance of the $300,000,000 revolving fund,
t is program being: Forty million
dollars as tempi rary reserve for claims
Bnd judgments, $12,000,000 for shortline roads, $50,000,000 as temporary re-
Hem for mati rities and $73,000,000 as
an appropriation for additions and bet¬
terments that will pijomote the mo\e-

| front of cars.
Cities Asked to Cooperate

The cities to which the telegram of
the csr service committee was sent
pre Omaha, Seattle Baltimore, Cin¬cinnati Youngstown, St. Paul. Minne-

!« rfolk, New York, St. Louis,
Boston, Denver, Philadelphia, Buffalo,
''"r!a. Birmingham, Kansas City,Íleveland, Detroit, Portland, Ore.;
ashington, N w Orleans., Pittsburgh,raisytHe, GalveBton, Atlanta. San
rancisco, Dallas, ïoledo and Chicago.The message invites the formation

bf two commltteoa in each city, one
V'<:oi ¦¦ of officials of lccal railroad
fcfficerg and one to be known as a
'cooperative" committee, to be made up
J>s representative of the iocal rail-
foad committee, a local representativeP¡" the National Industrial Trafic
Mague, j', organization of shippers|nd a local representative of the In¬
ternate ommerci Commission.The railroad representatives willbeet Monday to èuecl their committeeM name this committee's representa¬tive on the cooperative committee.

Program o' Vctivitiea
The two loe:,i committees will be

piected to cooperate in the followingactivities:
Obtaining prompt loading and un¬loading of equipment.Loading oí cars to full visible or

«frying capacity.Hacer, ent of car orders in accord- .'"/' with r.e< ssitiea.Reduction of u e of equipment intrap rr transfi >: service when move-

^__^ (Cantltürd on paije t h ..'«< )

Actress Held Here
In Chicago Theft

Mice Greet Woman and
escort at P. IL R.Depot;
Have Sable* and Gems
As a yotir.p woman in a magnificent««..e cloak stepped off the express' Chicago nt t! e Pennsylvania Ter-

';' last night Detectives Finn and
IW 4e.r* formed her at:d her escortr" they were nndei arrest. They are«ated by the Chicago police.
h. "'f girt, who, the police sav, is Hazellon>. an actress, S19 Kast Forty-fifth
fat T?1''1'1 W!ls 'ock,>'« '-P in the
tThe'1 'I"',rlí: Street police station.¿¦' Wan, who said he was James Mc-KC'cH festerer, 854 East Thirty-v. w Street, Chicago, was taken toP '-quarters. Both pro charged withFj-nd larceny.
k

'." gj headquarters wired In-fr "¦ tor Johe n. ~ rnx.-1. «...*
In

IrTTotWng and jewel rv
. lr-e fur o«.,. ,"V 'ur coat worn by Miss Yv'ood.isliv, ^8Ve lK,,'n I)Brl of trt> I«"*- lt
V-h t-n«1 $2'000' An emerald ring

f....p »0,000, a poar] necklace worth
»v,« .

!l diamond and amethystworth ,«;i 500 were found on
Hr L! e- the Police sav. The «le-K-Vj ¦L.8"3' McShane admits he in-bum Wood to commit the thefts.

tl <>irl n. rhy ,lot °al1 'h« «<*>«. Morn-r«ia»i¿nt:í£-u*n..wo> "n" ir,f*>r' »n M-'"*'.* In aui.öfcji-» Tribuno ? -Aûvt.

Obregon Declares for Friendship
And Increased Business With U, S.
In reply to a request from The Tribune for a statement to the

American people of the policy of the new régime in Mexico toward the
United States, the following cablegram has been received from General
Alvaro Obregon, who, it is thought, will be the next President of the
southern republic: .

MEXICO CITY, May 21.
To The New York Tribune.

The Mexican people in justice to themselves were com¬
pelled to withdraw their sup-port from Carranza. He had vio¬
lated the law and ignored the wishes of the electorate of
the republic.

To-day we have started on a democratic, era. The man
selected at the coming elections will be the choice of the people.
If I am their choice, I intend to establish an era of friendship
and harmony with the people of the United States, who in this
case have received an exact account of the justice that sup¬
ported our revolutionary movement, and to strengthen con¬
stantly our commercial relations with them.

Mexico finds herself in an actual state of peace, as all
the rebel groups which rose in arms (against Carranza) have
united in the movement initiated in Sonora. I am in com¬
munication, by telegraph and railroad, with all parts of the
republic. Trains travel to-day without convoy.a thing which
has not been seen in Mexico in the last seven years.'

ALVARO ÓBREGON.

Smith to Force
Showdown in
Graft Charges

Hirshfield's AccusationsWill
Be Investigated by Grand
Jury Next Monday; All
Records To Be Produced

Witnesses Subpoenaed
Men Quoted as Saying They

Paid Money to Have Case
Dismissed Will Testify

Assistant District Attorney James E.
Smith decided yesterday to force a

showdown from the spokesmen oí the
Hylan administration, whose attacks
upon his probity are actuated, he as-

serts, by a desire to force him to let
up in his police and vice prosecutions.
Following a conference with District

Attorney Swann, Mr. Smith made
known that subp.nas had been issued
for the appearance before the May ad-
«litional grand jury Monday of John P.
O'Brien, Corporation Counsel; James
McGinley, chief clerk to Commissioner
of Accounts Hirs'hfield; Frederick J.
Groehl, former Assistant District At¬
torney, and several other persons.
McGinley and O'Brien will be or-

dered to produce before the grand jury
all records in their possession that,
bear in any way upon the charges of
Hirslifield that Smith has taken graft
"or protecting disorderly houses and
«.rambling dors.

Porter TMal Postponed
rondin;- the grand jury inquiry, it

was announced that the second trial of
Augustus Drum Porter, former Third
Deputy Police Commissioner, charged
with neglect of duty, whien wis set to
'.-gin in General Sessions next Mon¬
day, will be postponed. Among the
Hirshfield accusations against Smiih
was one that he tried to "frame up"
witnesses against Porter and Police In¬
spector Dominick Henry.
The records to be produced will in¬

clude all the testimony which Bernard
Friedman and Jacoh I.. Goldman have
given before Hirshfield and O'Brien,
.elative to Smith. Hirs'irield has been
iving this testimony piecemeal to the

public for the K.st week. He said he
had enough of it to run in daily in-
stallments for a month.

It was strongly intimated about the
Criminal Courts building ye'sterday
that the forthcoming grand jury probe
into the activities of Smith's enemies
may result in indictments against cer-

tain persons on charges of conspiracy
or subornation of perjury.
Max and Louis Saviner, who, accord¬

ing to Friedman's testimony before
Hirshfield, ha«i a disorderly house
charge quashed after paying money to
'Smith, have also been subpoenaed» to
appear. Mr. Groehl was the Assistant
District Attorney who handled the
Stiviner case and he has already stated
that it was Smi+h who insisted that
Louis be given a jail s.entence.

Calls It "Fishing Expedition'
Until now all phases oi the vice in-

vestigation have been presented by
Mr. Smith to the March grand jury.
It wan decided, however, that another
body should undertake the probe of the
Hirshfield charges in order that no sug¬
gestion of undue friendliness toward
Mr. Smith can obtain.
Commissioner Hirshfield did not hear

the news of the counter-offensive by
the District Attorney's office with any
marked onthusi« am. He said it was a

"fishing expedition" and should be di¬
rected cither against himself or some
other individual, not conducted as a
John Doe investigation.

Declaring that Commissioner Hirsh¬
field is a "prejudiced, partial and un¬
fair judge," the Rov. Dr. John Roach
Straton last evening issued a state¬
ment explaining why he refuses to
testify on vice conditions before the
Commissioner. Thursday Hirshfield
threatened to send the preacher to
jail if he declined to answer questions.

"I will not ullow the cause of truth
and righteousness in this city," the
statement reads, "to be injured by ap-
pearing further before Commissioner
Hirshfield or being a party to his
frantic but amusing antics in his ef-
torts to discredit the hard and honest
work which has been done to over-
coma lawlessness and better moral con-

ditions.
"If he can send me to jail for these

things, then to jail I will go."

Your
i Vacation

will be a heap happier if
you see The Tribune every
day you're away. Arrange
to have it mailed.both

Í daily an«! Sunday. Just
ph.ittc Beekman 3000, or

wriie our Subscription De¬
partment, and we'll see

that you are not dis-
appointed.

Both Wood and
Johnson Claim
Oregon Victory
Early Returns Indicate

Close Primary Battle;
Hoover Backers Give
Support to General

Lowden Also in Race
League Stand is Issue;
McAdoo Unopposed for
Democratic Nomination
PORTLAND, Ore., May 21 (By The

Associated Press)..First incomplete
returns on the Presidential primary
were from six Polk Couftty precincts.
They gave Wood 14, Johnson «S, Lowden
10 and Hoover 4.
One complete precinct in Multnomah

¡County gave Johnson, 84; Wood, 24;Hoover, 14; Lowden," 12.
Four precincts in Linn County in-

complete give Wood, 19; Johnson, 117.
Four precincts in Wach County in-

complete give Johnson, 27; Wood, 18.

Special Dispatch to The Tribune
PORTLAND, Ore., May 21. -- Man¬

agers of General Leonard Wood and
Senator Hiram, W. Johnson both were
claiming victory to-night on the frag-mentary returns from to-day's Presi-
dental préférence primary in Oregon.The Lowden camp, too, had hope of win-
ning.

Although it is generally believed
that the race is between Wood and
Johnson, Herbert, Hoover's and Sen¬
ator Miles Poindexter'a names also ap¬
pear on the ballot. Senator Poindexter
withdrew some lime ago. Mr. Hoover
sent a message that was construed as
a withdrawal by his Oregon managers,who threw their strength as much as
possible to Wood anj Lowden.
The polls did not. close until eight

o'clock and the election boards have
three ballots to count. These are the
Republican and Democratic nominatingballots and a ticket of nine state in-
itiative measures. In Portland there
is a fourth ballot of city measures.
The count is very slow and it will be

morning before ligures are availabl«?
that will give any reliable indication
of results.

Political opinion is that tho race
between Wood and Johnson is very
close. Had not Hoover withdrawn, it
is considered almost curtain the state
would have gone to Johnson, as all of
the anti-league sentiment is centered
on him. The question now is whether
the league supporters have united suf-
ficit ltly on Wood to assure his suc¬
cess. There has been a general move¬
ment that way, but the Lowden forces
refused to entertain any plan to with¬
draw their candidate, although It had
heen evident that he could not run
better than third. They fought to the
last. Republican papers friendly to
the leaguo have been declaring that
they will be responsible for Johnson's
indorsement if' he is successful, be¬
cause the Oalifomian was obviously a
minority candidate.
There was no Democratic contest on

the Presidency, William G. McAdoo
alone appearing on tho ballot.

In Oregon the fight of Senator
Chamberlain for renomination by the
Democrats has received as much atten¬
tion as the Presidential race. It is the
first time Chamberlain has had a real
fight in his own party. Harvey G.
Starkweather, his opponent, has made
much of President Wilson's telegram
to County Chairman Hamaker, in which
the President spoko for the election of
only candidates who had supported the
treaty. Senaior Chamberlain voted for
the treaty with reservations. The Stark¬
weather cump has contended that a
vote for Chamberlain is a vote againstWilson.

LaHuertaElected
MexicanPresident

Laredo Receives Report
of His Selection As
Provisional Executive

LAREDO, Texas, May 21..The com¬
mandant of the Neuvo Laredo garrison
to-night advised the Mexican vice-con¬
sul at Laredo that Adolfo De la Huerta,
Governor of the State of Sonora and
recognized as leader of the new revolu¬
tionary movement, had been elected
provisional president of Mexico.

Confirmation of the report was un¬
obtainable from other Mexican sources,late to-night.

- m

French Deputies Vote
Confidence in Millerand

PARIS, May 21..-The Chamber of
Deputies to-dny gave a vote of confi¬
dence to the government on its stand
with regard to the striking railroad
men. The vote was 526 to t>0.
The ballot came after a lengthy de-

bate which was participated in byPremier Millerand. The Premier in a
stirring speech upheld the govern-
K"EW GARDEN** INN, Kew~GRrd<>ni-J, I.. I.Residential ¡suburban Hotel «Amer. Flan).T'ndur Knott Mgt. Phon«.Richmond Hill,S»98..Adrt,

Bergdoll«, at

HomeonTrip^
.Makes Escape
Draft Dodger Strolls
Past Two Guards in
Drawing Room, Steps
Into Auto and Flees

Got Prison Leave
To Sign Papers;

No Handcuffs on Pris¬
oner; Mother Seen in
a Car With Two Men

Special Dispatch te> The Tribune
PHILADELPHIA. May 21.. Grover!

Cleveland Bergdoll, millionaire draft
dodger, escaped from his guards here
to-day. He is believed to be on his
way to Baltimore in an automobile.

Bergdoll was biought here yesterday
from Fort Jay, Governor's Island, New
York, where he was serving a five year
sentence for desertion, to sign some
papers, according to D. Clarence Gib-
boney, attorney for his mother, Mrs.
Emma C. Bergdoll.
The prisioner was in the custody of a

sergeant and a corporal, whose names
have not been i-isclosed. They may
face court martial because of the es¬
cape.

Bergdoll Just Walks Away
Bergdoll, with his guards, was sit¬

ting in the drawing room of his moth¬
er's home in Wynnefield, where he
was captured last January after athree-year hunt. The non-commis¬
sioned officers felt no particular con¬
cern over their prisoner. They sawhim rise and walk slowly toward the
door, but made no effort to stop or
(¡uestion him.
Not until the soldiers heard the purrof a motor car in front of the garagebehind the house dufthey suspect thattheir prisoner was attempting to es¬

cape. They jumped % a window just
in time to see Bergdoll's own touringautomobile speed down the driveway,with Bergdoll ir the front sent. Isaac
Striker, his chauffeur, w;;s driving.A park guard, about a mile from the
Bergdoll home, reported seeing Mrs.Bergdoll and two mer in her carabout 3:80 o'clock, a few minutes afterthe escape. He said he believed the
man in the rear seat was Grover.

Mrs. Bergdoll waiv not at home at thetime of the escape. According to her
attorney she was in the city transact¬
ing business. He said he did not be¬lieve the mother knew anything of her
"ion's plans to escape.

Bergdoll fled in a car bearing a Penn
sylvania license number 85,478. Ho war,
dressed ir an olive drati uniform with¬
out pockets, «>n which was stamped 10,the fugitive': number ¡«i tho prison at
Port Jay.

Search for Fugitive
Every effort is being made by the

police ami Fcderi offic i i«« sîop the
fugitive. Police 'flyers" were sent
out over rill th« thoroughfares leadingout of ti.« city and warning were sent
to neighboring ci ¡es asking officials
to be on the lookout.

Mr. Gibbonej was first to notify the
police of the escape. Until after f>
o'clock the attorney maintained his
belief that Bergdoll had only gone for
a ride and had no intention of escape.When he finally had given up hopethat this was the case Mr. Gibboney.-«aid:

"I feel he has done the very thinghe should not have done. Ho came
here on a very important mission. He
was to have started back to Governor's
Island at 4 o'clock to-day."
An investigation has been started byFederal authorities to determine

whether tho chauffeur, Mrs. Bergdoll
and tho two guards or any of them had
plotted the action. Belief was ex¬
pressed by the police that the chauf¬
feur was merely acting under orders.

Guards Put Under Guard
The two guards, a light haired ser¬

geant and a slim corporal with dark'
hair, were guarded after the escape by
"Uncle Jimmy" Romig, former magis¬
trate and life-long friend of Mrs. Berg¬
doll, in the kitchen of the Bergdoll
mansion. Disconsolate and agitated,
they awaitetl word from Governor's
Island as to what they must do. They
refused to give their names.
"Why didn't you have him hand¬

cuffed?" they were asked. "Didn't you
know this chap was a bad actor?"
"No," wailed the sergeant. "Why

did they let him come over here if he
was as bad as all that? I am not ejoing
to say a word about it until I hear from
Major Hunt, commanding officer at Fort
Jay."

Bergdoll refused to answer the draft
call in 1917. Although hunted stead¬
ily, no report of him was obtained
until August 14, 1019, when he was
said to have made a flying visit at his
mother's home. A week later ho was
ambushed there by Federal agents and
police, with whom he clashed, but he
escaped. In September he was heard
of in Dayton, Ohio, but it was not
until January 7 of this year that he

(Continued on pas» eight)

Wilson Gets
Knox Peace
Resolution

Measure Passed by House,
228 to 139, 18 Dem¬
ocrats Breaking Away
From Administration

Veto Is Expected
Early Next Week

Bill Will Be introduced
at Once to Repeal the
President's War Powers
From The Trlbitvr'n Wafhinptnv Bureau
WASHINGTON, May 21..The Knox

peace resolution, terminating the tech¬
nical state of war between the United
States and Germany and Austria, end¬
ing the war powers of the President,
repealing war-time legislation and pro¬
tecting American rights in the war set¬
tlement, was sent to President Wilson
to-day.
The resolution finally was passed by

Congress, when the House of Repre¬
sentatives by a vote of 228 to 139
adopted the Knox substitute for the
original peace measure passed by the
House. Eighteen Democrats broke
away from the Administration leader¬
ship and voted for the resolution, while
two Republicans voted against it.

To Send Treaty Back
The vote on the resolution was not

sufficient to pass it over the President's
veto, which is expected to reach the
House some time next week. Warn¬
ing that the President intends to veto
the measure again was voiced in the
House during discussion of the reso¬
lution to-day. Secretary of State
Colby, Senator Hitchcock and others
close to the President previously had
notified Congress that such was Mr.
Wilson's intention, and when the
measure was called up for final pass¬
age to-dny, Republican leaders urgedits adoption primarily as a means of
ending the war powers of the Chief
Executive.
The President's advisers also de¬

clared during the struggle over the
peace resolution that the President
will send the Versailles Treaty back
to the Senate when he vetoes the res¬
olution. Should he send the treatyback, Republican leaders declared to¬
day, it will be sent to the Foreign Re¬
lations Committee, where it will re¬
main unconsidered until the President
has transmitted the stenographic re-
ports of the peace conference, the
treaty with Austria and the financial
and economic agreements that are partoí (he Versailles Treaty and which he
withhold from the Senate when the
Treaty was before it last year.Senator Lorigc, chairman of the For¬
eign Relations Committee, declared
that under no circumstances would the
treaty be considered again until after
the Presidential election in November.
Should the President carry out his

announced plan end veto the resolu¬
tion the veto message would be sent
*,. the House, since the peace measure
originated in that body, and the House
would act first on the question of
passing the resolution over the veto.

Lack 25 Votes
The vote to-day showed that the Re¬

publicans lack twenty-five votes of a
sufficient number to pass the measure
over the veto and Republican leaders
said that the attempt probably will
not be made.

Legislation repealing wartime legis¬
lation and ending the broad powers
given the President during the war al¬
ready has been prepared by Repre¬sentative Volstead, of Minnesota, chair¬
man of the Judiciary Committee of the
Houie, and it will be introduced and
considered under a special rule as
soon as the President's veto of the
peace resolution is received.

Representative Uuddleston, of Alá¬
banla, led the Democratic insurgency
from the Administration on the reso¬
lution. He called upon his fellow
Democrats in the House to join him
m ''refusing to permit the President
to scuttle the Democratic party
through his treaty policy."
Of the eighteen Democrats who voted

for the resolution, ten were from New
York and three from .Massachusetts.
The eighteen were Representatives
Ashbrook, Ohio; Caldwell. New York;
Cullen, New York; Dooliiij¿, New York;
Evans, Nevada; Gallivan, Massachu¬
setts; Ganley, New York; Goldfoglo,
Xew York; Hamill, New Jersey; Uud¬
dleston, Alabama; McKiniry, New
York; McLane, Pennsylvania; Maher,
New York; Mead, New York; O'Con-
nell, New York; Olnoy, Massachusetts;
Sullivan, New York, and Tague, Massa¬
chusetts.

Representatives Fuller, of Massa¬
chusetts, and Kelley, of Michigan, Re¬
publicans, voted against the peace
measure.
Two hours of debate preceded the

vote on the resolution. In calling it
up Representative Porter, of Pennsyl¬
vania, chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee, urged acceptance of the

tContinucd on pago soven)

Messenger, Beaten by Bandits,
Saves Payroll of $5,000

Four hold-up men .were waiting In
Nineteenth Street, between Seventh and
Eighth avenues, yesterday noon, when
Louis Beyer, of 279 Crescent Street,
Brooklyn, a messenger employed by the
State Bank, was due with the $5,000
pay roll he carries each week to the
Pioneer Braid Company, 251 West
Nineteenth Street.
The messenger was on time. He

strode briskly through the lunch-hour
throngs, a bag containing the money
swinging from his right hand. The
four men who were there to rob him
were in front of 233 West Nineteenth
Street. One was at the steering wheel
of an automobile. The others stood at
the curb chatting.
They waited until Beyer hud almost

reached them. Then two of them con-
fronted him with revolvers. Keeping
the messenger covered, one of them
reached for the hag. Beyer clung to
it, his grip bei; g reinforced by a
leather thong which fastened the bag;
tu his wrist. The threats of his as-
sailants and the m««nace of their
weapons had no erfeffct upon the bank
messenger save to make him tighten
his hold on the money.Persona were gathering in #b©J

street. A crowd that already num-
bered several score fringed the hold up,those ¡n the front rank edging cau¬
tiously away from the men with the
revolvers while those behind craned
their necks and strove to press for¬
ward. Seeing that the street soon
would be tilled with spectators, one of
the bandits began beating Beyer on
the head with his revolver butt.
The bank messenger fell to the side¬

walk, but cuddled the money bag be¬
neath him. The revolver butt fell
again and again on his head, while his
assailant's companion kept a threaten¬
ing eye on the crowd.
A shout, of warning came from the

automobile. A patrolman had been
sighted, coming on the run. The two
men on the sidewalk left their victim
and jumped into the car. It sped awaywhile the patrolman was forcing his
Why through the crowd. He tired two
sots at the vanishing automobile. One
of its occupants turned and fired twice
in return. Then the car swung into
Eighth Avenue and vanished.

Beyer was taken to the office of a
physician, who dr«.«-?ed his scalp
wounds. Then he took the money to
its destination.

INCREASED BERTICE
to Seashore via New Jersey Central All-
Rail «id fointly Hook Homes, btglnniogM*y S».-.'Mrvu

Wholesale Food Prices
Drop With Slowing Up
Of Other Cost Slashing
-«-_ A-

Hughes Asks Court to Declare
Lever Act Unconstitutional

As Attorney for Clothiers and Dry Goods Men He
Argues Anti-Profiteering Law Is an

invasion of Property Rights
Charles Evans Hughes, acting as a!

friend of the court and on behalf of
the National Association of Clothiers
and the National Retail Dry Goods As¬
sociation, attacked the validity of the
Lever act in a forty page brief filed
in the United States Court of Appeals
yesterday.
The brief was filed by Mr. Hughesin the appeal, from the Western Dis¬

trict of New York at Buffalo, of con¬
victions against three concerns for
violation of the act.
Mr. Hughes says that "one not guiltyof fraud may freely sell his wares at

the prices which buyers are willing to
pay." He declares that, with respect
to profits the crucial question is this:
"Can a statute make it a criminal of¬
fense simply to engage in 'unjust, un¬
reasonable or improper conduct' wherethe transaction Is otherwise innocent
and there is no category of law to af¬
ford definition, so that it is left to the
jury to say what is unjust, unreason¬able or improper as it may see lit?"
The brief specifies the followingfour grounds, upon which the Lever

act is held to be void:
1. The inhibition of the Fifth andSixth amendments of the Federal Con¬

stitution controls the action of Con¬
gress as well in time of peace as in
time of war.

2. The statute is too indefinite to
constitute a valid definition of crime.

3. The statute in question is arbi- I
trary class legislation, in violation of
the Constitution.

4. Property rights are directly in-
vaded by the attempted enforcement,ofthis invalid statute through criminal
proceedings.

''No power to fix prices can be in¬
voked when Congress does not fix
them," says the brief, "and no agencycreated by Congress has fixed them."
Mr. Hughes piso contends that the
Lever act is invalid "because it was
enacted in disregard of the funda¬
mental requirements of legislation
creating criminal offenses."
The brief continues: "The govern¬

ment predicates unreasonableness (as
to price) upon the excess of price over
cost, but the statute says nothingabout profit, or any percentage of
profit, either on single transactions
or on the business of a department,
or on an entire business for any period.
Congress did not attempt to say what
profit any one should attempt to make
in trade or industry. The conclusion
is unescapable th*at the statute sets
up no standard at all, and if there is
no legal standard established it fol¬
lows that the court is not vested with
authority to supply standards which
the statute omits."

Wilson Reeps
Prices Up, Say
Republicans

Charge Inflation Policy
of Administration Is Be¬
ing Continued; Call
It "War Financing "

The Wilson Administration is charged
with continuing a policy of inflation
"by which it financed the war" and
which is held largely responsible for
The increase it\ the cost of living since
1914, in the r.«port of the banking and
currency committee of the Republican
National Committee's advisory com¬
mittee on policies and platform, made
public here last night.

"In so far as the war period is con¬
cerned," it says, "we. merely call at¬
tention to the fact, without expressing
an opinion as to the wisdom or lack
of judgment, but the continuance of
this policy since the armistice lays the
Administration open to severe criti¬
cism."
The consequences of "this inflation¬

ary war financing," it added, are that:
"It has caused great injury through

the consequent rise in the price of
goods and services that enter into liv-
ing costs.

"It has- greatly Increased the cost
of war.

"It has caused serious loss to pur-
chasers of Liberty bonds, who were
led to believe that these bonds were
investments which, considering their
gilt-edged character, were offering fair
market rates of interest.

"Continuation of the low Federal Re¬
serve discount rate necessary to sus¬
tain the Administration's borrowing
policy for a long time after the armi-
stice gave rise to excessive speculation
during the year following the close 01
the war. It caused further credit ex-

pansion, weakened still more our gold
reserve position and needlessly delayed
the time of return to more stable eco-
nomic conditions. It is in no small
degree responsible for the widespread
feeling of uncertainty and insecuritj
that at present oervade3 our economic
life."
The sub-committee on regulation ol

commerce and industry, in another re
port, declared "there seems to be little
doubt that public opinion supports
regulation of public utilities" and thai
"for the most part other classes of busi
ness should be subjected to little or nc
regulation." Federal incorpoiation oi
license of interstate business and pref
érente of Federal over state regulator^
bodies, where there is a conflict, wert
approved.
"Opinion seems clear," the report

said, "that any increase In equipment
and in output in any line of business
which is accompanied by a tendency
toward monopoly calls for a consider
able amount of regulation, but that :-
mere increase in physical equipment
and in volume of output with no tend
ency toward monopoly does not cal
for regulation.

"It is also held that a combinatior
of units, formerly under separate con
trol. but without any increase in equip
ment or in output, the combination be
ing formed for some other purpos«than monopoly, does not call for an;considerable amount of regulation
Moreover, mere size does not seem t(
be the occasion for regulation."

a --.-

Tammany Frames Fight
On Hylan's Re-electior

Battle to Start With Opening o

Legislature in 1921 ; Wig¬
wam Up in Arms

ALBANY, May 21.~-Tammany's bat
tie against Mayor Hylan's aspiration
to be reëlected next year will start a
soon as the 1921, legislative sessioi
opens. The representatives of th
Fourteenth Street Wigwam are up ii
arms against Mayor Hylan because h
vetoed several or" their pet patccnagbills. This included measures estab
lishing retirement funds for teacher«
county officials, employees o. th
Street Cleaning Department and mem
bers of the city health department'
staff.

j Tammany legislators threaten at th
next session to pass over Hylan's hea
the bill abolishing the office of Cit
Chamberlain, which the Mayor vetoe
jKfter tho.doe» of th«-iM& wnlgm,

fis

Publication of
All Profits in
1918 is Sought

Senate Finance Committee
Will Report the Harris
Resolution To-day ; To
Get ineome Tax Returns

From The Tribune's Washington Bureau
Yv'ASHINGTON, May 21..An agree¬

ment to report a resolution to-morrow
authorising publication of profits in all
lines of business as shown by income
tax returns was reached in the Senate
to-day as. the result of the bi-partisar
insurgency against the failure of partj
leaders in the Senate to advance cosí
of living legislation.
Following a caucus of the Demo

cratic Senators, which ended in a clasl
after two hours of heated discussion
Senator Harris, of Georgia, author o
the resolution, forced the calling of
meeting of the Senate Finance Committee for to-morrow morning, witlthe assurance that the committee woulireport the resolution for immédiat'
passage.

While the Finance Committee is acting on the Harris measure the Republicans in the Senate will hold a caucuand discuss the legislative progran:The caucus has been called as a resuit of the demand of a group of Sen
ators, all of whom are friendly to th
candidacy of Senator Hiram W. Johr
son for the Republican Presidentanomination, that Congress not adjourbefore the national political conveitions in order to enact legislation tlower the cost of living.

Democrats Hold Caucus
The caucus of the Democrats wfattended by most of the minority Sei

ators who are in Washington. ThDemocratic leaders asked the Demi
crats not, to take any action on Ülegislative program, but to wait untthe Republicans have decided wheth<Congress shouid adjourn on June 45 or should take a recess over the coventiûns, and then reconvene and tal
up the legislation demanded by tl
group of Republican and Democratinsurgents.
Senators Harris, Walsh, of Massach

setts, and Owen, of Oklahoma, leade
(Contlnuod on next page)

10,000 Will Sail
For Europe To-da*
Eight Transatlantic Linei

Will Carry Capacii
Loads of Travelêi
Conservative estimates based on i

vanced bookings indicate that, nea
ten thousand travelers will depart
Europe to-day on eight transatlanliners.
Two vessels of the InternatioMercantile Marine Company alone \take 4,015 passengers. One of th<the White Star liner Baltic,Queenstown and Liverpool, will ca400 saloon, 415 second cabin and 1,steerage passengers.
Among the first cabin passengersReinald Werrenrath, the baritoMiss Sophie Braslau, contralto; >ingalls Kimbal!, Robert C. CairnsCommander Evangeline Booth, ofSalvation Army.
The other International MercanMarine vessel, the American liner .M

golia, for Queenstown, CherbourgHamburg, will carry 250 first cabin1,450 third class passengers.The Cunard liner Mauretania,Southampton and Cherbourg, is boc
to capacity, with 1,135 passengers,majority of whom are Czecho-Slov
Among the 510 saloon passengersWalter Hagen, golf champion; 1M.ixine Elliott and Miss Marcia
Dresser.
Among the passengers sailing to

for Liverpool on the Cunarder Car
are Mr. and Mrs. Edward Costello.Other vessels of the eastbound
are the Noordam, for Rotterdam;Due d'Aosta, for Naples; the D
Alighieri, for Naples, and the Co'
¿>ia, iow QltHmW, ,,

New York and Chicago
Markets Hit by Decline
in All Staple Lines;
Sugar First to Yield

Merchandise Cuts
Halt Temporarily

Retailers Here Assert
Reductions Indicate Re¬
turn of Normal Times
Impressive among the develop¬

ments in the price situation yester¬
day was the break in food prices
which featured the wholesale mar¬
kets in New York and Chicago.
Prices of staple foodstuffs hitherto
have not only resisted the marked
downward trend in ether lines of
merchandise, but in some Instances
have registered advances. Prices
yesterday on the cereal and provision
markets suffered sharp declines.
Pork quotations developed the first
general drop of many week.- and
sugar broke one cent a pound, the
maximum drop permitted in one

day's trading tinder existing regu¬
lations.
The principal aim of the general re¬

ductions in dry goods.to get timid
purchasers to shed at ¡»ait a degree
of their timidity.havtnjr b«en accom¬
plished, the wave of p-iee slashing in
the retail dry goods trade seems to
have halted, at least temporarily. This
view is sustained by the opinions of
leading retailers.

Wholesale Prices Dron
The wholesale markets yosteMav dis¬played a general dispos'vion to %<owerlevels. A large part of the doy*- liqui¬dation in cotton and grains was attiib-

uted to the further scaling down ofcredits by banking ins'ifcti-jo-is hereand in other reserve center», evidentlyin conformity with the osijnest of theFederal Reserve Boar*
In the local cotton rr.nrket May con¬tracts broke almost 4«.«0 points, withequally sharp react inn« in New 0"t«ansThe Liverpool market also reportedsubstantial reactions.
Domestic and foreign m »tal marketsquoted lower p-ices for spot i.*wj futur«deliveries, sliver proving the osJy exception at a slight rise in LondoLittle business was done h«sre In -»apifor immediate delivery.A significant feature «C the stotmarket was the steady gain r»gi»'«riby all Liberty bond issues, which hetheir early gains 10 tho close of t'.

market.
The uptown banks, which trans»the bulk of the financing of the band little stores of the retail drygoo«section, reported « general and cor

tinuing tendency toward loan contrac
tions.

Practically every store In the citybig and little, is advertising specie
cuts in certain lines, but il.e di*pv«ltion to make reductions in ail !in«t is
still confined to one or two of the
lartrer stores.

Movement Overestimated
Retailers, when they can be per¬suaded to talk for publl<utior,. agreethat there is a certain disposition on

the part of the public to overestimate
the extent of the present reductions,
and it is repeatedly emphasized that
with one or two notable exceptionsthere have been no dra»«o cuts in the
prices of staple articles.
On the other hand, <t is also the

prevailing opinion th.it there has been
for some months past a dangerous dis¬
position on the part of most re.allers
to specialize on accumulating «tojks
of the most expensive Luxuries, .»nd it
is generally conceded ;l,at tue retail
prices of such articles ..s <$i!n booiery,
silk shirts and dresse-, eti% underwear
and lingerie, imported hats and coa-
turnes may well be generativ reduced
without any disturbance, oí tóe normal
trade of the country.

This movement toward the ultimate
curtailing of luxury production is re¬
garded by most leading business men
as a sound development loosing toward
a return to normal trade conditions.

H. A. Saks, preslaent of the Retail
Dry Goods Association, eaid yesterdaythat he thought the general rate of
price cutting averaged about IB percent. He added that it was probable
that prices would remain at about this
level for some time.

"This is a sane and normal move¬
ment toward sane and normal condi¬
tions," Mr. Saks said. "The general re¬
duction at the present represents ap¬
proximately the amount of the infla¬
tion in certain llne3. Fi'.ccs are not
koing to come down just because peo-ple want them to come down. The real
remedy lies in more production. I
thinK this tendency toward reducingthe inflation is just one of the signsthat the war emoticnallsm which sent
us all up in ice clouas ib passing
away.

It is evident that we are ;orrin?back to earth. Honest work, mure pre
ouction, and consequently more com¬
petition, will result in a permanent
softening of prices, which may amounl
to an average of 15 per cent."

Garvan's View Different
This view is opposed by Assistant

Attorney General Garvan, who insistec
yesterday that the real reason for pric<reduction was found in the fact that
people refuse to buy goods priced ex¬
orbitantly, plus the unexpected ac
tivity of the Department of Justice'i
profiteering squad.
Mr. Garvan said the general re-duc

tions had been caused by a fear tha
the government agents might "beat th«
storekeeper to it," and he added th»
the reductions already announce«
merely indicated the extent to whici
gross profiteering had been rampant il
the retail trade.
The A iistant Attorney Genera

charged that the Retail Drygoods As
soci on «. r lucting a vigoron
campaign for the Knox peace résolu
tion, in the hope thtvt the war power
which have strengthened the Depart
merit of Justice men in their carnpaig
may be removed.

"In which case^" he said, "prlres m«be expected to climb again."Half n <4oi«n ¿argo etor-»» fojyyttx»


